
 
 
 

 
 
March 20, 2019 
 
Dear Beaumont Alumna, 
 
On behalf of the Ursuline Sisters of Cleveland, the Board of Directors and the Faculty and Staff of 
Beaumont School, I have some important information to share. In late January, the Board of Directors 
and the Ursuline Sisters approved moving forward with a plan to raze the Lennon House, formerly 
known as the Beaumont Convent and the Painter Mansion.  

We reached this decision after careful thought.  While we appreciate the Mansion’s past, the reality is 
that the home has no educational purpose and we need the land it sits on to better serve our students 
and fulfill our school’s mission. In its current condition, the mansion is a hazard and a liability.  We 
inherited years of neglect when we purchased the land and the mansion in 2009. While our former 
administration tried to use the building for several years for staff offices, money was not available to 
address decades of deferred maintenance and upkeep, including health hazards from its poor condition. 

We have spent more than $30,000 annually simply to keep the building from deteriorating further. 
That’s money we could be applying to programming and instruction for our students. Local architectural 
preservation experts have told us it will cost nearly $8 million to stabilize the mansion, restore major 
systems in the building to working condition and bring the mansion to compliance with present-day 
codes. Even if we could find a use for the building—a use that is compatible with our educational 
mission—that cost is simply prohibitive for a school like ours.  
 
In addition to consulting with architects on the mansion, we also sought the advice of one of our alums. 
Jill Van Auken Akins ’78, principal at Van Auken Akins Architects, LLC in downtown Cleveland, offered 
her assessment of the mansion. Here are portions of the letter she sent in response to our request:  
 

“The Beaumont Leadership Team including President Wendy Hoke and the School’s Board of 
Directors have asked that I write to you to share important information about The Lennon House, 
formerly known as the Painter Mansion and the Beaumont Convent. As an alumna and a 
professional architect, they felt I was uniquely qualified to explain the current state of this building 
and plans for the future. It is my professional opinion, after a thorough and complete analysis of the 
structure, that this building is not salvageable. The issues that are most concerning include but are 
not limited to: 
 
• The Ursuline Sisters of Cleveland concluded it was cost prohibitive to maintain the building and 

voted to sell it to the School. 
• The occupancy permit prohibits holding classes in the building as well as occupying the third 

floor due to the fire code violations.   
• The building is not in compliance with the American’s with Disabilities Act (“ADA”) with 

accessibility beyond the entry and one bathroom—the elevator is too small to meet ADA and 
can’t be replaced in its shaft.  



• The current fire alarm system consists of residential smoke detectors, to which we are 
grandfathered until any work is done in the house. We would need to bring the entire alarm 
system, including a complete sprinkler system, up to current code at enormous cost. 

• There is friable asbestos throughout the facility 
• Lead paint is flaking off in sheets 
• Mold is present in several locations 
• Water from the pipes is black 
• There is consistent water in the basement 
• The foundation is unstable and the building is shifting 
• The floors are warped and sagging  

 
”….  After much thought and deliberation, I fully support the decision of the Administration, Board of 
Directors and the Ursuline Sisters to tear down the currently vacant building and re-purpose the land 
for a project that will benefit the current and future students. 
 
“ …Certainly, there are those of us who have fond memories and emotional ties to the mansion. 
However, I take heart in knowing that Beaumont School is more than a physical space. It continues 
to thrive as it has done so in multiple places since its original charter in 1850. While its physical space 
may change, the Ursuline mission of educating young women for life, leadership and service 
perseveres. “ 

 
Based on the assessment from the architects, and the supporting opinion kindly provided by Jill Akins, 
we are proceeding with razing the building. We have filed the required application with the city of 
Cleveland Heights and over the next two months will be seeking approvals from the Landmark 
Commission and the Planning Commission for its decommissioning.  
 
This will not be an easy task, but we are engaging neighbors, alums, current and past parents, friends 
and others in this process. In the end, we believe that razing the mansion supports our new strategic 
plan and will help ensure that Beaumont remains strong and relevant in a changing, complex world.  

As the Ursuline Sisters remind us, Beaumont doesn’t live in one physical space. Over the course of 
Beaumont’s nearly 170 years, it has occupied a few spaces. Indeed, the Cleveland Heights property is its 
third location. It is the community of women that make it a robust, vibrant and impactful place.  
 
Thank you for allowing me to share this news.  As always, I welcome your call (216-325-7324) or email 
(whoke@beaumontschool.org) if you have questions. 
 
In St. Angela, 

 
 
 
 

Wendy A. Hoke 
President 
 
Cc:  Mary Curran ’81, Board Chair 
       Sister Susan Durkin, OSU, President, Ursuline Sisters of Cleveland 
 


