
 

 

The following questions have been raised by members of the community regarding our request to 

remove the Painter mansion from our campus. We hope these responses help provide more 

context for the decision we have made. As other questions come up, we will make additions to 

this FAQ.   

1) Why is Beaumont so determined to tear down this building? 
Beaumont’s mission is to educate young women in the Ursuline tradition for life, leadership and 

service. Our board recently completed a five-year strategic plan that addresses that mission: 

“Beaumont and Beyond: Preparing Global Leaders.” The plan sets out a roadmap for an exciting 

future for Beaumont. The demolition of the Painter mansion supports our new strategic plan, and 

is designed to keep Beaumont relevant to a changing, more complex world. 
 

Students who attend Beaumont choose the school because it offers young women the opportunity 

for a well-rounded, global education that prepares them to be leaders and women of strong moral 

convictions with a particular focus on “doing good” in the world. Our 6,000 living alumnae, 

many of whom are Heights residents, are proof of Beaumont’s impact. That preparation must 

include the ability for women to compete on state-of-the-art athletic fields.  If we want to 
prepare women for leadership roles in today’s very complex world – and if we want 
Beaumont to remain competitive in the Cleveland private school market – we must give our 
students the facilities and experiences their male counterparts have enjoyed for decades, if 
not centuries. Demolition of the Painter mansion will allow us to meet that need by moving our 

current track and field facility to a larger, on-campus location, enhance it, and enable our girls to 

train and compete on a regulation-size track and field. 

 

2) I’ve been in the building and the first floor seems in decent condition. Aren’t you just 

making excuses so you can tear the house down? 
Yes, the first floor is in relatively good shape because it received the least amount of use. The 

upper floors, which were home to many Sisters – and the basement – have significant problems 

including water in the basement, foundation instability, asbestos, peeling lead paint and mold. 

Just as important, the house doesn’t meet code requirements for educational use, including life 

safety standards and ADA compliance. Local architects we’ve consulted have told us it could cost 

$8 million to renovate and bring the mansion into compliance with present-day codes. Other 

improvements that would enhance the usefulness of the building and accommodate present-day 

needs would exceed that amount. We’re simply not able to make such expenditures just to 

stabilize the house and regardless, even if we did make expenditures like that, the house does not 

support Beaumont’s mission.   

 
3) What experts provided the opinion that the building was in such bad condition? 

We consulted professional local architects in the past year who are specialists in preservation and 

restoration as well as other building and restoration experts. In addition, this building has been 

assessed for acceptable uses by architects hired by the Ursuline Sisters of Cleveland, who sold it 



 

 

to Beaumont School in 2009. The consistent theme throughout is that the building is not suitable 

for educational use and that the expense to stabilize and renovate it is cost-prohibitive.  

 
4) How are the architecturally significant parts of the house and its interior going to be saved?  

Who will get those items? Who’s going to make money off of them? 

We appreciate the mansion’s beautiful design and architectural details.  We intend to save as 

much as possible of historical value and architectural significance in the mansion so it can be 

repurposed for other uses. We plan to hire specialists to help us with that process. We’re still in 

the process of making that selection. Obviously, the firm we select will be able to sell or use 

items for its own purposes, but we expect to realize some income from that process, which will be 

used to offset the demolition cost. 

 
5) Why do you need a bigger track? There are a number of excellent facilities nearby. I’m sure 

Beaumont could arrange to use those facilities. 

Our current facilities are not regulation-size and simply are not the caliber of athletics expected in 

Cleveland’s competitive private school environment. Using other facilities is just not a practical 

alternative because it adds expense to our operations and defeats the purpose of bringing students, 

athletes and visitors to our beautiful Cleveland Heights campus. 

 
6) Can’t the current track be expanded? 

We looked at that possibility very seriously. Unfortunately, there simply is not enough land in 

that location – or anywhere else on our campus – to allow the type of upgrades and expansion we 

need to make. 

 
7) Couldn’t a new track be built around the mansion? 

Part of our plans for the site include a field contained within the track for related competition. 

None of those events could take place if the mansion were kept in place. And, of course, having 

the mansion in the middle of the site would mean none of the spectators could see from one side 

of the track to another. 

 
8) Why can’t Beaumont buy the Carmelite property across the street and put its track there? 

Even if that were a possibility, we don’t have the funds to make an expenditure of that magnitude. 

To be clear, Beaumont is sponsored by the Ursuline Sisters of Cleveland. We have no affiliation 

with the Carmelite Sisters who own that property.  

 
9) Isn’t the Beaumont campus within the Cleveland Heights’ historic district? Aren’t you 

prohibited from demolishing a building in the historic district? 

According to city maps, the Beaumont campus is not in the Fairmont Historic District, or any 

other officially designated historic district within the boundaries of Cleveland Heights.  

 
10) Isn’t the Painter Mansion a historic building? Doesn’t the entire Beaumont campus have a 

similar designation? 



 

 

The Painter Mansion was designated a historic building by the city’s Landmark Commission.  

That designation carries no prohibitions against alteration or demolition. The campus itself carries 

no such designation. Elements related to the Painter estate do carry that designation. The carriage 

house, which has a storied past of its own, is home to Beaumont’s fine arts program and will 

remain a centerpiece of our facilities. The banquet hall, known as St. Ann’s Hall, is being updated 

for multiple uses. And the stone wall, which once enclosed the entire property and is a prominent 

part of the Lee Road/Fairmount streetscape, will remain. 

 
11) Why doesn’t the school sell the Painter Mansion to a developer who could convert the 

mansion to another use – perhaps as an inn or private club?  

The reality is that the mansion site is an integral part of our campus. Allowing someone else to 

acquire the mansion and put it to another use would be incompatible with the operation of a girl’s 

school on the same grounds. There would be safety and security issues for our students, faculty 

and staff, as well as traffic problems and other issues. It’s simply not a realistic alternative. 

 
12) What if a developer used the site to build condos or houses – a more stable use? 

Again, the reality is that the mansion site is an integral part of our campus. Even allowing condos 

or houses would invite individuals on our campus whom we would have no knowledge of or 

control over. That would create huge safety concerns for our students, faculty and staff. 

 
13) But there are other houses nearby. What’s the difference? 

Those houses are not contained within the walls of our campus. The occupants do not have 

unrestricted access to our campus. 

 
14) What if you were to restore the mansion yourselves and use it for fundraisers, as a retreat, 

for alumnae weddings or similar uses? It could become a source of income for the school. 

As noted in our first response, there are enormous structural, safety and compliance issues that 

need to be addressed in the mansion. We’ve had estimates that just those costs alone could reach 

$8 million – and that figure doesn’t include the costs to restore the building for those types of 

uses.  For a private school that only has an endowment of $13 million, and annual revenue of $5.8 

million, that’s not a responsible use of resources. 

 
15) Why did you let the mansion get in such bad condition?  

The mansion already faced a long, expensive list of deferred maintenance issues when we 

purchased the property from the Ursuline Sisters in 2009. They found the mansion in a state of 

disrepair when the purchased it from the Painters in 1942. It has been stripped of wood paneling, 

electrical, faucets, fireplaces and even door knobs. I can’t speak for the Sisters, but I can tell you 

that the Painter Mansion requires substantial money for upkeep and maintenance year after year. 

Even heating a century-old house of this size is a significant cost. The Sisters no doubt wish they 

had had more funds to take care of it, but that wasn’t possible.  

 



 

 

16) Why didn’t Beaumont do more to stabilize the building when it acquired it in 2009? 

The board never considered the mansion as a suitable fit for our ongoing operations. When the 

purchase was made in 2009, we did it to expand our options for future growth. We’ve done our 

best to stabilize the property in the ensuing years, but the intent was always to find another use 

for the site.  

 
17) What if someone offered you a very good price to buy the mansion and move it, say, across 

the street to the Carmelite Monastery, which we understand is for sale? Would you 

reconsider your plans to tear it down? 

If we were approached with a sound plan that would absolve the school of all liabilities and costs, 

and guarantee that the removal would be completed by a deadline acceptable to us, we would 

consider that option. No one has come forward with such a proposal. 

 

18) Did you explore the option of using historic tax credits to restore the mansion? 

As a non-profit organization, we do not pay the income taxes against which an historic tax credit 

could be claimed. We did not explore this option because we do not have a use for the building, 

even if it is fully restored. If another organization were to acquire the building and move it to 

another site, it might be able to apply for tax credits, depending on its tax status, but that would 

not be a matter we could provide advice on. 

 

19) Why didn’t Beaumont ever try to raise money to restore the mansion?  Wouldn’t your 

alumnae support saving the mansion? 
Before it became clear there wasn’t a use for the mansion as part of our school, we did attempt a 

fund-raising effort with our alums as part of a larger capital campaign that saw the addition of our 

STEM wing, wheelchair-lifts for our Fine Arts wing, and the addition of a wheelchair-accessible 

ramp and first-floor ADA restroom in the mansion. Saving the mansion did not have wide-spread 

financial support among our graduates. 

 

 

 


