
 

 

A Letter from Wendy Hoke: 

 

As president of Beaumont School, I realize that our request to remove the Painter mansion from 

our campus is a challenging one for some in our community to accept.  I want to assure the 

community that our board reached this unanimous decision only after careful thought and a 

thorough review of the options available to us.  

 

Beaumont’s mission is to educate young women in the Ursuline tradition for life, leadership and 

service. Our board recently completed a five-year strategic plan that addresses that mission: 

Beaumont and Beyond: Preparing Global Leaders.  The plan sets out a roadmap for an exciting 

future for Beaumont. The demolition of the Painter mansion supports our new strategic plan 

and is designed to keep Beaumont relevant to a changing, more complex world.   

 

Students who attend Beaumont choose the school because it offers young women the opportunity 

for a well-rounded, global education that prepares them to be leaders and women of strong moral 

convictions with a particular focus on “doing good” in the world. Our alumnae are proof of 

Beaumont’s impact in the world.  

 

Today, that preparation must include the ability for women to compete on state-of-the-art 

athletic fields.  If we want to prepare women for leadership roles in today’s very complex 
world – and if we want Beaumont to remain competitive in the Cleveland private school 
market – we must give our students the facilities and experiences their male counterparts 
have enjoyed for decades, if not centuries. Demolition of the Painter mansion will allow us to 

meet that need by moving our current track and field facility to a larger, on-campus location, 

enhance it, and enable our girls to train and compete on a regulation-size track and field. 

The community should know that key elements of the Painter estate will still be a part of our 

campus.  The carriage house, which has a storied past of its own, is home to Beaumont’s 

exceptional fine arts program and will remain a centerpiece of our facilities. The banquet hall, 

known as St. Ann’s Hall, is being updated for multiple uses. The stone wall, which once 

enclosed the entire property and is a prominent part of the Lee Road/Fairmount streetscape, will 

remain. And, as work begins to remove the house, we intend to save as much as possible of 

historical value and architectural significance so those items can be repurposed for other uses.  

The community should also know that we did consider a number of alternative uses for the 

building.  Putting aside estimates of up to $8 million dollars to renovate and bring the building 

into compliance with present-day codes, provided by reputable local architects who specialize in 

adaptive reuse of historic buildings, our board kept returning to the same conclusion:  there 



 

 

is no other use that would be consistent with our mission. 

 

We believe our school serves an important role in this community and, we believe, it serves an 

important role in the world beyond this community. Our vision of Beaumont is to continue to 

make it  a place where young women learn to change the world – something our alumnae have 

been doing for nearly 170 years.  Today, we have 6,000 living alumnae – accomplished 

individuals whose lives were shaped by the education they received here. 

 

On this portion of our website, we’ve provided answers to some of the other questions alumnae, 

parents and community members may have about this decision.  Other information will be added 

when it becomes available.  We hope the information we share here is helpful. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Wendy Hoke, President 

 


