
British Literature Summer Reading
Mrs. Bernardo Beaumont School, 2021-2022

British Literature – Summer Reading Assignments

Assigned Works

BOOK 1: All British Literature students must read:

Atonement by Ian McEwan

Recommended edition: ISBN#: 978-0385-72179-0

Ian McEwan’s symphonic novel of love and war, childhood and class, guilt and forgiveness provides all the
satisfaction of a brilliant narrative and the provocation we have come to expect from this master of English prose.

On a hot summer day in 1935, thirteen-year-old Briony Tallis witnesses a moment’s flirtation between her older
sister, Cecilia, and Robbie Turner, the son of a servant and Cecilia’s childhood friend. But Briony’ s incomplete
grasp of adult motives—together with her precocious literary gifts—brings about a crime that will change all their
lives.

As it follows that crime’s repercussions through the chaos and carnage of World War II and into the close of the
twentieth century, Atonement engages the reader on every conceivable level, with an ease and authority that mark it
as a genuine masterpiece (Amazon).

BOOK 2: All British Literature students must choose ONE of the following to read AND watch
a film adaptation:

Pride & Prejudice by Jane Austen

Sense & Sensibility by Jane Austen

Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte

Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte

(No specific edition is recommended for these works.)
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Assignments:

Assignment #1: As you read the literary works, you should annotate and take notes to prepare for a
graded discussion or in-class essay in the first few days of class. Consider the following questions as
you read:

● How does social class influence the actions of the central figures within each work?
● What does each author seem to suggest about class?
● How does bias and prejudice about class create conflict within each work?
● Does the protagonist of each work attempt overcome the obstacles created by social class?  Is he

or she successful?

You may wish to create a chart/table to take notes to answer the above questions; you will be permitted to
use these notes for a graded class discussion or an in class written response.

Assignment #2: Write a 1-2 paragraph comparison of the novel selected for Book 2 and the film
adaptation you watched. Your thesis should reflect which version you feel was more effective.
To explain why you feel that version was superior, you might discuss two of the following:

● Casting of the characters in the film in comparison to how they are described in the novel
● Setting as described in the book in comparison to the visual presented in the film
● Plot points in the film that are changed from the novel
● Mood/atmosphere presented in each version

Use at least two quotations in your response.  Include a bibliography containing the edition of the
novel you read and version of the film you watched. This comparison will be worth 50 points.

NOTE: Use of study aides (Spark Notes, Schmoop, Book Rags, Cliff’s Notes, etc.) cannot
replace careful reading of the works.  Study guides can be inaccurate or focus on ideas different
from those we will discuss.  You may use them to help you understand the works, but do not rely
on them to replace the careful and thoughtful reading expected of a Beaumont senior.
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